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Grade 7 Social Studies, Quarter 1, Revised 2014 

The Fall of Rome to the 1500s in the Islamic World and Africa: Students analyze the legacy of the Roman Empire and the consequences of the 
fall of the Roman Empire. Students will also make connections to the influence of these civilizations on the United States today in our form of 
government, architecture, and language. Students will also study the geographic, political, economic, social, and religious structures of the 
Islamic and African civilizations. 

Standards Student Friendly “I Can” Statements Resources 

 
Fall of Rome Standards 

 
7.1 Analyze the legacy of the Roman Empire. 
CCSS.SL.7.2  
 
WCS .SS7.1 Read Eusebius of Caesarea 
Ecclesiastical History to describe Constantine. 
 
 
7.2 Summarize the consequences of the fall of 
the Roman Empire including the continuation of 
the Eastern Roman Empire as the Byzantine 
Empire, Justinian and the significance of 
Constantinople.  
 
 
 

Islamic World Standards 
 

7.3 Identify the physical location and features 
and the climate of the Arabian Peninsula, its 
relationship to surrounding bodies of land and 
water, including Northern Africa, 
Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea, 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, Nile River.  
 

 
The Fall of the Roman Empire 

 
I can develop a graphic organizer to analyze 
the legacy of the Roman Empire. 
 
I can describe the importance of 
Constantine’s conversion to Christianity and 
Constantinople. 
 
I can identify the consequences of the fall of 
the Roman Empire. 
 
I can integrate the consequences of the fall of 
Rome into future empires and leaders. 
 
 
 

Islam World (400 A.D.-1500s) 
 
I can create and label a map identifying the 
major physical features and bodies of water 
of the Arabian Peninsula. 
 
 
 
 

 
Fall of Rome Resources 

 
 Legacy of Rome Prezi 

 
 

  Fordham Institute: The Conversion 
of Constantine 

 
 Eyewitness to History-The Sack of 

Constantinople 
 Textbook: Eastern Empire 

o Chap. 1 Sec. 1 p. 58-61 
 Justinian Code 
 Primary Source: Justinian Code 

Textbook pg. 71  
  Map of Byzantine Empire 

 
Islamic World Resources 

 
 Map of Arabian Peninsula   

o Textbook-Arabian Peninsula 
pg. 76-77 

 
 Timeline of World History 
 Internet Islamic History Sourcebook  
 Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/2
http://prezi.com/n8hnm0cxo1x8/legacy-of-ancient-rome/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/conv-const.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/conv-const.asp
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/constantinople.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/constantinople.htm
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/document?id=dc101026
http://www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/media?id=lr004241
https://maps.google.com/maps?t=m&ll=21.8341139,47.1858016&z=5&output=classic&dg=ntvb
http://everyhistory.org/600muslim_conquests3.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp
http://www.pbs.org/muhammad/
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7.4 Describe the expansion of Muslim rule 
through conquests and the spread of cultural 
diffusion of Islam and the Arabic language. 
 
7.5 Trace the origins of Islam and the life and 
teachings of Muhammad, including Islam’s 
historical connections to Judaism and 
Christianity.  
 
7.6 Explain the significance of the Qur’an and 
the Sunnah as the primary sources of Islamic 
beliefs, practice, and law and their influence in 
Muslims’ daily life.  
 
 
 
7.7 Analyze the origins and impact of different 
sects within Islam, Sunnis and Shi’ites.  
 
 
 
7.9 Describe the establishment of trade routes 
among Asia, Africa, and Europe and the role of 
merchants in Arab society.  
 
 
7.10 Gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources to examine the art and 
architecture, including the Taj Mahal during the 
Mughal period. CCSS.WHST.6-8.8  
 
7.11 Explain the importance of Mehmed II the 
Conqueror and Suleiman the Magnificent.  
 

I can describe the expansion on Muslim rule 
through the Arabic region. 
 
 
I can identify the basic tenants and founder 
of Islam and compare them to Judaism and 
Christianity. 
 
I can use primary sources to demonstrate 
Islamic beliefs, practices and laws. 
 
I can analyze the significance of the writings 
of Islam to create a graphic organizer 
comparing Muslims’ daily life to Islamic 
beliefs, practices and laws. 
 
I create a chart showing the origins, impact, 
similarities and differences between Sunnis 
and Shi’ites. 
 
 
I can identify major trade routes through the 
Middle East, Africa and Europe. 
I can interpret the role merchants had on 
Arab society. 
 
I can research and examine the art and 
architecture of the Mughal period including 
the Taj Mahal. 
 
I can create a multimedia presentation on the 
historical role of Mehmed II and Suleiman the 
Magnificent. 
 

o Also provide information 
about the ways his teachings 
are reflected in Muslims’ lives 
today and a timeline of his 
life. 

 Textbook: Islam  
o pg. 78-79 

 Qur’an: Its Role in Muslim Practice 
and Life - Gale Virtual Library  

 Textbook: Qur’an scripture 
o pg. 78 

 
 
 
 

 The Difference between Sunnis and 
Shi'ites Lesson Plan 

 Textbook: Shia v. Sunni 
o pg. 89 

 Textbook: Muslim Trade Routes 
o Chap. 2 Sec. 3 pg. 94-95. 

 Textbook : Muslim Merchants  
o pg. 96 

 
 

 Textbook: Taj Mahal  
o Mughal Empire, pg. 92 

 Textbook: Art and Architecture 
o pg. 99-101 

 
 Mughal Art and Architecture 

Examples 
 

 SWS: Islamic States-1450 to present 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/8
http://go.galegroup.com/ps/retrieve.do?inPS=true&prodId=GVRL&userGroupName=tel_s_tsla&tabID=&contentSet=GALE&docId=GALE|CX3424502567
http://teachmiddleeast.lib.uchicago.edu/historical-perspectives/rulership-and-justice/islamic-period/classroom-connections/RulershipAndJustice_IslamicPeriod_Lesson_2.pdf
http://teachmiddleeast.lib.uchicago.edu/historical-perspectives/rulership-and-justice/islamic-period/classroom-connections/RulershipAndJustice_IslamicPeriod_Lesson_2.pdf
http://www.pinterest.com/aliabilgrami/mughal-art-architecture/
http://www.pinterest.com/aliabilgrami/mughal-art-architecture/
http://teachers2.wcs.edu/co/socialstudygrade7/default.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fco%2Fsocialstudygrade7%2FShared%20Documents%2FIslamic%20World&FolderCTID=0x012000C2E76518AF8C974AB54ADF1D4E0BB2EE&View=%7b860EAD96-A407-4890-9047-85ADFC6BD687%7d
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7.12 Write an explanatory text to describe the 
Shāh ‘Abbās and how his policies of cultural 
blending led to the Golden Age and the rise of 
the Safavid Empire. CCSS.WHST.6-8.2  
 
 

Africa Standards 
 
7.13 Analyze the growth of Ghana, Mali, and 
Songhai kingdoms including trading centers 
such as Timbuktu and Jenne, which would later 
develop into centers of culture and learning.  
 
7.14 Draw evidence from informational texts to 
describe the role of the trans-Saharan caravan 
trade in the changing religious and cultural 
characteristics of West Africa and the influence 
of Islamic beliefs, ethics, and law. CCSS.WHST.6-
8.9   
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.15 Examine the importance of written and 
oral traditions in the transmission of African 
history and culture.  
 
7.16 Analyze the importance of family, labor 
specialization, and regional commerce in the 
development of states and cities in West Africa.  
 
 

I can write an explanatory piece to describe 
the Golden Age of Islam and the influence of 
Shāh ‘Abbās and rise of the Safavid Empire. 
 

 
 

Africa (400 A.D. – 1500s) 
 
I can analyze the growth of African trading 
centers into hubs of culture and learning. 
 
 
 
I can use evidence from informational texts 
to describe how the culture of West Africa 
changed via the trans-Saharan caravan trade 
route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can examine the importance of written and 
oral traditions in teaching and preserving 
African history and culture. 
 
I can analyze the importance of family, labor 
specialization, and regional commerce in the 
development of states and cities in West 
Africa. 
 

day map  
 

 Textbook: Safavid Dynasty 
o pg. 91-92 

 Golden Age of Islam Video 
 

Africa Resources 
 

 Textbook: Ghana Empire  
o pg. 116-117 

 Ghana Empire 

 Textbook: Mali Empire (Timbuktu) 
o pg. 120-122 

 Textbook: Songhai  
o pg. 123-125 

 Early African History 
 

 Trans-Saharan Trade Route 
 Textbook: Trans-Saharan Trade  

o p. 117-118 
 

 Discovery Education-Islam comes to 
Timbuktu Video 

 Textbook: Oral Traditions  
o pg. 133-135 

 Islam in Africa Informational Text 
 Textbook: West African Empires  

o pg. 130-132 
 Africa 500-1000AD Timeline and Info 

 
 African Folktales 

 
 Textbook: Mansa Musa Pilgrimage to 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/9
http://teachers2.wcs.edu/co/socialstudygrade7/default.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fco%2Fsocialstudygrade7%2FShared%20Documents%2FIslamic%20World&FolderCTID=0x012000C2E76518AF8C974AB54ADF1D4E0BB2EE&View=%7b860EAD96-A407-4890-9047-85ADFC6BD687%7d
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEfJk98x7GU
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/ghan/hd_ghan.htm
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/mali/hd_mali.htm
http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/students/curriculum/m7a/activity3.php
https://ridgeaphistory.wikispaces.com/The+Trans-Saharan+Trade+Route
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=timbuktu
http://app.discoveryeducation.com/search?Ntt=timbuktu
http://exploringafrica.matrix.msu.edu/students/curriculum/m14/activity3.php
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/world-regions/#/06/Africa
http://ccs.clarityconnect.com/nriggs/africanfolktales.html
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7.17 Explain the importance of Mansa Musa 
and locate his pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324.  
 
7.18 Compare the indigenous religious practices 
observed by early Africans before and after 
contact with Islam and Christianity. 
 
 WCS.SS7.2 Analyze primary source excerpts 
from “Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali.” 
 
 

I can explain the importance of Mansa Musa 
and track his pilgrimage to Mecca.  
 
 
 
 
 
I can analyze and draw from primary sources 
of how the Mali Empire recovers from war 
and returns to prosperity by trans-Saharan  
Caravan trading in the cultural characteristics 
of West Africa. 
 
 

Mecca  
o pg. 121 

 Crash Course Video on Mansa Musa 
 
 

 SWS: Africa before colonialism map  
 

 Textbook: Sundiata: An Epic of Old 
Mali  

o pg. TN 42 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvnU0v6hcUo
http://teachers2.wcs.edu/co/socialstudygrade7/default.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fco%2Fsocialstudygrade7%2FShared%20Documents%2FAfrica&FolderCTID=0x012000C2E76518AF8C974AB54ADF1D4E0BB2EE&View=%7b860EAD96-A407-4890-9047-85ADFC6BD687%7d

